REFLECTRIELATEREcEIVE RESPOND

AV

Spirit—ﬁlled advent-ure

Walking Through the Scripture Together

‘V) vineyard
BOISE
SMALL GROUP GUIDE

weekly discipleship track
J \
aa

reflect, relate, receive, respond

February 10 - 16, 2008

Acts 4:1-31

Boldness
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1 And while they [Peter and John] were talking to the people, the
high priests and the military commander of the temple and the
Sadducees came upon them, 2 being vexed and indignant
through and through because they were teaching the people
and proclaiming in [the case of] Jesus the resurrection from the
dead. 3 So they laid hands on them (arrested them) and put
them in prison until the following day, for it was already evening.

4 But many of those who heard the message believed
(adhered to and trusted in and relied on Jesus as the Christ).
And their number grew and came to about 5,000.

s Then on the following day, their magistrates and elders and
scribes were assembled in Jerusalem, s including Annas the
high priest and Caiaphas and John and Alexander and all others
who belonged to the high priestly relationship. 7 And they set the
men in their midst and repeatedly demanded, “By what sort of
power or by what kind of authority did [such people as] you do
this [healing]?” e Then Peter, [because he was] filled with [and
controlled by] the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people
and members of the council (the Sanhedrin), ¢ if we are being
put on trial [here] today and examined concerning a good deed
done to benefit a feeble (helpless) cripple, by what means this
man has been restored to health, wolet it be known and under-
stood by all of you, and by the whole house of Israel, that in the
name and through the power and authority of Jesus Christ of
Nazareth, Whom you crucified, [but] Whom God raised from the
dead, in Him and by means of Him this man is standing here
before you well and sound in body. 12 This [Jesus] is the Stone
which was despised and rejected by you, the builders, but which
has become the Head of the corner [the Cornerstone]. 12And
there is salvation in and through no one else, for there is no
other name under heaven given among men by and in which we
must be saved.”

13Now when they saw the boldness and unfettered eloquence
of Peter and John and perceived that they were unlearned and
untrained in the schools [common men with no educational
advantages], they marveled; and they recognized that they had
been with Jesus. 1#And since they saw the man who had been
cured standing there beside them, they could not contradict the
fact or say anything in opposition. 1sBut having ordered [the
prisoners] to go aside out of the council [chamber], they con-
ferred (debated) among themselves, 1ssaying, “What are we to
do with these men? For that an extraordinary miracle has been
performed by (through) them is plain to all the residents of
Jerusalem, and we cannot deny it. 17But in order that it may not

spread further among the people and the nation, let us warn
and forbid them with a stern threat to speak any more to any-
one in this name [or about this Person]. 18[So] they summoned
them and imperatively instructed them not to converse in any
way or teach at all in or about the name of Jesus. 19But Peter
and John replied to them, “Whether it is right in the sight of God
to listen to you and obey you rather than God, you must decide
(judge). 20But we [ourselves] cannot help telling what we have
seen and heard.”

2Then when [the rulers and council members] had further
threatened them, they let them go, not seeing how they could
secure a conviction against them because of the people; for
everybody was praising and glorifying God for what had oc-
curred. 22For the man on whom this sign (miracle) of healing
was performed was more than forty years old.

2 After they were permitted to go, [the apostles] returned to
their own [company] and told all that the chief priests and eld-
ers had said to them. 2And when they heard it, lifted their
voices together with one united mind to God and said, “O Sover-
eign Lord, You are He Who made the heaven and the earth and
the sea and everything that is in them, zwho by the mouth of
our forefather David, Your servant and child, said through the
Holy Spirit, ‘Why did the heathen (Gentiles) become wanton and
insolent and rage, and the people imagine and study and plan
vain (fruitless) things [that will not succeed]? 26 The kings of the
earth took their stand in array [for attack] and the rulers were
assembled and combined together against the Lord and against
His Anointed (Christ, the Messiah). 27For in this city there actu-
ally met and plotted together against Your holy Child and Ser-
vant Jesus, Whom You consecrated by anointing, both Herod
and Pontius Pilate with the Gentiles and peoples of Israel, 8To
carry out all that Your hand and Your will and purpose had pre-
destined (predetermined) should occur. 2And now, Lord, ob-
serve their threats and grant to Your bond servants [full free-
dom] to declare Your message fearlessly, sowhile You stretch
out Your hand to cure and to perform signs and wonders
through the authority and by the power of the name of Your holy
Child and Servant Jesus.” s1tAnd when they had prayed, the
place in which they were assembled was shaken; and they were
all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they continued to speak the
Word of God with freedom and boldness and courage.

Thought

“All who want to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be perse-
cuted...” Up to this point and for a while yet in the record of
Acts, the fledgling community of Jesus followers enjoyed favor
with the community at large. But now the first opposition begins
to show its face among the authorities. It’s an opposition that
would intensify in the months and years ahead, eventually
spreading among to the community as well. It's a sober
reminder that following Jesus will not always win us applause.
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Small Group Discussion Guide

Lean In

* Describe a time when you felt right
about breaking the rules.
What happened?

Look Down / Look Out

* Why were the authorities so both-
ered by Peter and John’s message?
What is driving the opposition?

* How does Peter respond to the same
judges that condemned Jesus?
How do they react to Peter? What
kept them from doing more?

* What do Peter and John do after being released by the council?
What is the impact of the disciples’ prayer? What do you find
most striking about this prayer?

LeanIn

Look Down

Look Out

Look Inside

Look Inside

* To what extent do you rely upon and experience the Holy
Spirit’s empowering when faced with encounters like that of
Peter and John before the council? To what extent do you end
up relying on your own wits and abilities?

* “We can't stop telling about what we have seen and heard.”

To what extent have you felt this same compulsion — and acted
upon it?

* How do you handle peer pressure not to do the right thing — or
not to identify yourself as a believer? When is it right to disobey
an authority?

Bible | ife and T imes

The High Priests Annas and Caiaphas

From the reign of Herod onward, several high-caste
priestly families in Israel competed for the high priest-
hood. Since high priests were regularly deposed by the
political authorities, numerous individuals undoubtedly
served in the capacity of high priest during the first half of
the first century. To make matters even more compli-
cated, it appears that even if an individual did not actu-
ally serve as high priest, he might still adopt the title if he
belonged to one of the high-priestly families.

Annas (high priest from AD 6 to 15; five of his sons held
the position after him) and his son-in-law Joseph
Caiaphas (high priest from AD 18 to 36) were of the
house of Hanan. The Gospels indicate that while
Caiaphas was the official high priest during the time of
Jesus, Annas still wielded considerable power. It is note-
worthy that Ananus, one of the sons of Annas, was the
high priest who engineered the execution of James,
Jesus’ brother in AD 62 (Josephus, 20.9.1).
According to Josephus, those
who were “strict in the obser-
vance of the law” (likely the
Pharisees) were so disturbed
by the action that they pro-
tested to King Agrippa and to
the procurator Albinus. As a
direct result, Ananus was
deposed as high priest after
only three months in office.

The stone ossuary box of Caiaphas
found in Jerusalem, bearing his name

Archaeological Study Bible

Family Discussion Guide

Day One

When have you gotten in trouble for doing the thing? How did
you handle that? What do you think is helpful to remember when
this happens?

Day Two
What do you find to be the biggest challenge in telling other
people about Jesus? How does Peter’s example help us?

Day Three

How often do you find yourself asking yourself the question,
“What would Jesus do?” How hard do you find it to really follow in
Jesus footsteps each day at home or at school?

Day Four

When have your friends or peers tried to force you to do
something you knew wasn’t right? Why is it so hard sometimes
to stand up to our friends and do what'’s right? How does Peter’s
example help us?

Day Five

How free do you feel to share what'’s going on with your family or

friends? Who are you able to talk to? Why is it important to share
our troubles and struggles with other people who can help us and
pray with us?

details, details...

Captain of the temple guard
This would have been a member of one of the high
priestly families and was next in rank to the high priest.

The Sadducees

The Pharisees were the Jewish sect centered on the law
and it’s proper observance. Their domain was the syna-
gogue. The Sadducees were the Jewish sect whose mem-
bers belonged to the priestly line. They formed the upper,
aristocratic strata of Jewish society. Their domain was the
temple. The Sadducees were highly pragmatic and
scoffed at belief in resurrection or afterlife. Alongside
these were the Essenes who withdrew from society into
the Judean desert and the Zealots who formed a revolu-
tionary movement against Roman domination and op-
pression — and they headquartered in Galilee.

Because it was evening, they put them in jail

The evening sacrifices ended at about 4 PM and the
temple gates were closed for the day at that time. Any
judgments involving life and death had to be begun
and concluded within daylight hours.

They were unschooled, ordinary men
The Jewish term for them would have been *
= people of the land, i.e. ordinary folks not systematically
educated in the Bible and the traditions of either the
(Pharisees) or the (Sadducees), who
together constituted the Sanhedrin’s (Jewish high court)
membership. An untrained “am ha’aretz” would be guar-
anteed low social status and little would be expected of
him. The members of the Sanhedrin could easily spot
these Galileans by their up-country accents as people
unlikely to be delivering serious religious truth.
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